
NATURAL HISTORY.

rents, elevate the waves, and excite dreadful

tOuIT1S and lempests. Forced by them the

troubled ocean rises towards the heavens, and

with. a tremendous noise an(1 vilencc, rushes

against those immoveabic barriers, which it

can neither destroy nor surrnoumit.

The earth being elevated above the level of

the sea, it is thins defended against its irrup..

tions. Its su riicc is beau tifully enamelled

with various flowers, and a constant renewing

verdure ; it is inhabited by uinnubcr less species

of inhiabitamits, among which, man, placed to

assist the intentions of Nature, presides over

every other being, finds a place of )erIcct re.

pose, and a delightful habitation. lie alone is

endowed with knowledge, and dignified with

the faculty of admiration ; the Almighty has

rCn(iered hiiii capable of distinguishing the

wonders of the universe, and a witness of his

increasing miracles Anunatcd by a ray of

divinity, he participates the mysteries of the

Deity. It is by this r,--y that he is enabled to

think and reflect, and that lie perceives and un-

derstands the wonderful works ofhis Creator.

The external throne of the Divine mag.

nificence is Nature ; and man, by contem

plating her, advances by degrees to the internal

throne of the Almighty. lie is formed to

adore
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