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Iand and water ; and the marshes abounding
withstinkingaquatic plants, serve only tonou-
rish venomous insects,and to harbourinfectious
animals. There is, indeed, between the pu-
trid marshes of the low ground, and the de-
cayed forests of the high parts of the country,a
species of lands, or savannas, but which are
very difterent from our meadows ; for in them
there is an abundance of noxious herbs which
spring up and check the growth of the useful
kinds : instead of that delicate enamelled turf,
which may be considered asthe down of the
earth, they arc covered over with coarse vege-
tables and hard prickly plants, which are so
interwoven, that they appear to have more con-
nection with each other, than with the soil;
and by a constant and successive gencration at
length form a kind of rough mat several feet
thick. In these uncrltivated and desolate re-
gions,there is no road, no communication, and
no vestige of intelligence. Man, when seek-
ing to destroy the wild beasts, 1s compelled to
follow their tracks, and to be constantly on
the watch, lest he should become a victim to
their savage fury ; alarmed and terrified by
their frequent roarings, and even awed by the
profound silence of those dreary solitudes, he

shrinks back and exclaims ; ¢* Uncultivated
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