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NATURAL HISTORY, 339

¢¢ and acquire double strength and splendor
¢ from the skill and industry of man.”

How beautifyl is cultivated Nature! How
lovely does she appear when decorated by the
hand of man! He is himself her chief orna-
ment, her noblest produnetion, and by multi-
plying his own species he increases the most
precious of her works. She even seems to
multiply in propertion to his attention, for
by his art hedevelopes all that she has conceal-
ed in her hosom. Whata source of unknown
treasures has been brought to light ! flowers,
fruits and grains, matured to peffcqtigrl , and
multiplied to infinity ; the usual species of
animals transported, propagated and increased,
without number ; the noxious and destructive
kinds diminished and driven from the habita-
tions of men ; gold, and iron a more useful
metal, extracted from the bowels of the carths
forrenis restrained, rivers directed in their
courses and confined within their banks, and
even the ocean itself subdued, investigated and
traversed from one hemisphere to theother; the
earth rendered active, fertile, and accesible, in
every pari ; the vallies and plains changed into
blobming meadows, rich pastures, and cnltie
vated fields ; the hills syrronpded with vines
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