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and fruits, and their summils crowned with
useful trees ; the desarts converted into popu-
lous cities, whose inhabitants spread from its
centrelo its utmost extremities; roads and com-
munications opened, established,and frequent-
ed, as so many proofs of the unionand strength
of socicty. ‘T'here arc besides a thousand other
monumentsof power and glory, which clearly
demonstrate that man is the lord of the earth ;
that he has changed and improved its surface;
and that from the earliest periods of time he
alone has divided the empire of the world be-
tween him and Nature.

It is by the right of conquest, however, that
Lie rcigns; he rather enjoys than possesses,
and it is by perpetual activity and vigilance
that he preserves his advantage ; if those are
neglected every thing languishes, changes,
and returns to the absolute dominion of Na-
ture, she resumes her power, and destroys the
operations of man ; envelopes with moss and
dust his most pompous monuments, and in
the progress oftime entircly effacesthem, lcav-
ing bim to regret having lost by his negligence
what his ancestors had acquired by their in-
dustry. Those periods in which man loses
his empire, those ages in which every thing va-
luable perishes, commence with war, and are
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