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SECOND VIEW.

Individuals of whatever .kind, or however

numerous, are of no estimation in the univer.e;

it is species alone that-are existences in N1ure,

for they are as ancient and permanent as her-

self. To have a clear and distinct idea of this

tu* jeb, ct we 'must not consider a specie as a

collection or succession of sini1ar individuals,

but as a whole, independently of number or

time, always active, and always the same; a

vhole which was considered but as one in the

works of the creation, and therefore constitii ies

only a unit in Nature. Of these uiiis the hu

man species is to be placed in the!-first-rank ;

all the others, from the elephant to the mite,

from the cedar to the hyssop, belong to the se

cond and third orders. 'Notwithstanding that

they are different inform, 'substance, and even

life, yet each sustains its appointed destinttion,

and subsists independently of others, while the

whole, in a general view, represents animated

Nature, who has' hitherto supported, and will

continue to support, herself in the same man

nr as she is seen at present. Her duratiGn i

not
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