ttp://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 345

duction and the incrcase of life. But when
the dark scason of cold and frost approaches,
these same beings become indifferent to and
avoid each other ; many of the feathered race
desert our clime, and the inhabitants of the
waters lose their freedom nnder the inassy con-
gelations of ice; vorious animals dig retreats
for themselves in the ground, where they fall
info a state of torpor; the carth becomes hard,
the plants wither, and the trees, deprived of
their folinge, are covered with frost and snow ;
every object excites the idea of languor and
annihilation. " These appearances, however,
of renovation and destruction, images, as it
were, of life and death, although they scem
general, are only individual and particular.
Man, as an'individual, concludes in this man-
ner, but the being whom we have supposed as
a representative ‘of the species, thinks and
judees in a mainer more exalted and general;
in that constant succession of destruction and
renovation, and in those various vicissitudes, he
perceives only permanence and duration. The
different seasons inone year appear to him the
same as those of the preceding, the same as
those of millions of ages.  The animal which
may be the thousandth in the order of genera-
tion -is the same to him as the first. Ina
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