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S48 BUFFON’S

ceed all these changes of life and death, these
Taws of growth and decay, all these individual
vicissitudes, and reiterated representations of
the sameidentical thing ? They certainly arise
{rom the very essence of Nature, and depend
on the first establishment of the universal ma-
chine ; the whole of which is' fixed and stable,
but cach of its parts being endowed with the
power of motion, the general movements of
the celestial bodies have produced the parti-
cular oncs of this terrestrial globe.  Fhe pene-
trating forces by which these immense bodics
are aniimated, and by which they act recipro-
cally upon cach other at a distance, at the
same time animate every particle of matter
and this strong propensity, which every part
has towards each other, is the first bond of
beings, the ground of counsistence and perma-
nency in Nature, and the support of harmony
in the universe. Irom these great combina-
‘tions the smaller relations are derived. The
earth moving on its own axis having separated
the portions of duration into day and night ;
all its animated inhabitants have their stated
periods of light and darkness, of their times of
waking and sleeping. The action of the
senses, and the motions of the mermbers which

form a great part of the animal economy, are
related
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