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NATURAL HISTORY. 349

related to this first combination; for in a
world where perpetual darkness reigned,
would there be senses alive to the enjoyment of
light.

As the inclination of the axis of the carth,
in its annual course round the sun, produces
considerable variations of heatand cold, which
we call seasons, all its vegetables have also,
either wholly or partially, their seasons of life
ana death. The fall of the leaves, and the
decay of fruits, the withering of herbs and the
destruction of insects, depend entirely on this
second combination. In those climates where
there is not this variation, by the inclination
not being so material, the life of the vegetable
is not suspended, and every insect completes
the stated period of its existence. W here the
four scasons, in fact, make but one, as under
the line, the surface of the earth is constantly
covered with flowers, the trees have a perpe-
tual foliage, and Nature seems to enjoy a con-
tinual spring.

Both in animals and plants, their particular
constitution is relatively to the general tempe-
rature of the carth,and whichtemperature de-
pends upon its situation and distance from the
_éun. If they were removed to a greater dis-
tance, neither our animals,nor our glants,could
live or vegetate; the water, sap, blood, and
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