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NATURAL HISTORY. 553

tlie species which exist, it would, most assur-
edly, form itsclf into new species, for being
alive it would not remain without action ; and
ence uniting with brute malter is suflicient to
form organized bodies ; and it is by this con-
stant combination; and invariable proportion,
that Nature preserves her formand consistence.
The laws of Nature, both with respect to
the number of species and of their support and
equilibrium, being fixed and constant, she
would invariably have the same appearance,
and be in all climes absolutely the same, if her
complexion did not so completely vary in
almost every individual form. The figure of
cach species is an impression, in which the
principal characters are so strongly engravenas
nevertobe effaced ; but the accessory partsand
shades are so greatly varied that no two indi-
viduals have a perfect resemblance to cach
other ; and in all species there arc a number
of varieties. The human species, which has
such superior pretensions, varics {from white to
black,from smallto great, &c. The Laplander,
the Patagonian, the Hottentot, the European,
the American, and the Negro, though the off-
spring of the same parents, have by no means
.the resemblance of brothers.
YOoL. X. 7z It
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