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NATURAL HISTORY. 357

and exactly equal throushoutin their dinme-
ters, their reciprocal action would be very lit-
tle varied from what it is at present, becuuse
the distances of all their parts irom caci oiber
would be very little changed.  Buao if these
two globes were cylinders of great extent,
and approached car toeach ol er, thelaw of
their reciproc:l action would s em to be dif-
ferent, inasmuch as the distwices of their
parts would be greaily varied ; and hence
whenever figure becomes a principle in dis-
tance the law will appearto vary, although in
fact it is always the same,

The human 1intellect guided by this prine
ciple, may advance one step furthecin penes
trating into the operations of pature. 'T'he
figure of the coustituent particles ot bodies still
remains unknown; we cannct entertain the
smallest doubt that waler, air, earth, metals,
and all homogeneous particles, are compo ed
of elementary particles, vhich are pertectly
similar, although we are still ignorantof their
figure. By the aid of enleulsiion this at pre-
sent unknowu ficlid of knowled::e may be dis-
closed by , o tevity, and the figaie of the ele-

meintary bodies he accertrine! with tolerable

precision.  Thy muy take the principle we
have established as the basis of (keir enquiry ;

namely,
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