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stroyed, because, although ihe particles are
separated, they are not removed beyond the
sphere of their mutual aftraction; consequently
the moment the pressure is taken away the
force is rencwed, the separated parts draw
near, and their spring is restored, But ifthe
pressure be too violent, they willy in that case,
be removed beyond the sphere of their attrac-
tion, and the spring will break, because the
compressing force will be greater than that of
cohesion, or that of mutual attraction, by
which the particles are kept together. This
proves that clasticity can only exert itsell in
proportion to the cohesion of the particles of
matter, that is, in proportion as they are united
by the force of their mutual attraction ; from
which it results, that elasticity in general,
which alonc can produce impulsion, and im-
pulsion itself, arc owing to the force of attrac-
tion, and arc only particular effects which de-
pend on that general one.

Notwithstanding that these ideas appear to
be perfectly clear to me, I do not expect to see
them adopted. Peoplein general reason only
from their sensations, and natural philosophers
determine from their prejudices ; as,therefore,
both thiese must be set aside, very few will re-
main to form a proper judgment; but such
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