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6 BUFFON’S

discharge themselves into the Frozen and
German Sea.

Quitting the White Sea, and coasting the
island of Candenos and the northern coasts of
Russia, the ocean forms a small arm in the land
at the mouth of the river Petzora. This arm,
which is about 4o leagues long, by 8 or 10
broad, is rather a mass of water formed by the
river than a gulph of the sea, and also has but
little saltness. The land there forms a pro-
jecting cape, terminated by the small islands of
Maurice and of Orange; and between this
promontory and the lands which border the
Strait of Waigat to the south, there isa small
gulph about 30 leagues depth inland. This
gulph belongs to the ocean, and is not formed
by the land waters. We afterwards meet with
Waigat’s Strait, which is nearly under the
goth degree of north latitude. This strait is
not more than 8 or 10 leagues long, and com-
municates with the sea which waters the nor-
thern coasts of Siberia. As this strait is shut
up by the ice the greatest part of the year, it is
very difficult to get into the sea beyond it.
The passage has been attempted in vain by a
great number of navigators, and those who for-

tunately passed it have left us no exact charts
of
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