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so that the only land which has not yet been

discovered is a small spot near this little gulph ;

and this part is perhaps not thirty leagues long;

so that if the Pacific Sea communicated with

the ocean it must be at this little gulph, which

is the only way by which they can join ; and as

this small gulph is in the 75th degree, even if
the communication should exist, we must al-

ways keep five degrees towards the north to

gain the great sea. It is evident, therefore,

that if we would acquire the northern route to

China, it would be much better to pass by-the
north of Nova Zembla, at the 77th or 78th de-

gree, where the sea is more open,and has less

ice, than to attempt the road through the icy
strait of Waigat, with the uncertainty of getting

out of this sea, which there 1s so much reason

to believe mediterranean.

By following, therefore, the ocean along the
coasts of Nova Zembla and Jelmorland, these
Jands are discoverable as far as the mouth of
Chotanga, which is about the 73d degree, be-
yond which there is an unknown coast of about
200 leagues : we have only an account of them
from the Muscovites, who have travelled by
land into those climates ; they state the country

to be uninterrupted, have marked out the rivers
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