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NATURAL HISTORY. 13

rected from north to south. Still pursuing the
same direction, after having passed Cape Ava
at Japan, we meet with the island of Barnevelt,
and three other islands, which are placed in the
direction of north and south, and extend about
100 leagues. We afterwards meet with three
other islands, called the islands of Callanos, then
the Ladrones, which are fourteen or fifteen in
number, all placed in the same direction from
north to south,andall togetheroccupying a space
of more than 300 leagues in this direction, by
so trifling a breadth, that its greatest does not
exceed seven or eight leagues from east to west.
It therefore appears to me that Kamtschatka,
Jesso, eastern Japan, the islands of Barnevelt,
the Callanos, and the Ladrones, are only the
same chain of mountains, and the remains of
an old country, which the ocean has at one
time covered and gradually retired from. All
these countries in fact appear to be only moun-
tains, and the 1slands to be their points or peaks,
while the low lands are covered with the ocean.
What is related in Lettres Edifiantes, appears
to be true, and that in fact a quantity of islands
have been discovered, called the new Phi-
lippine Islands, and that their position is really
such asis given by Father Gobien ; and it can-
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