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the islands Bonga, Tanaxima, those of Great
Lequeo, King’s Island, Formosa, Vaif, Basha,
Babuyane, Lucca, Mindano, Gilolo, &c. and
lastly, Guinea, which extends to New Britain,
and is situate under the same meridian as
Kamtschatka, do not form a continuation of
land of more than 2200 leagues, interrupted
only by small intervals, the greatest of which
perhaps is not more than 20 leagues, so that
the ocean has formed in the lands of the eastern
continent a great bay, which commences at
Kamtschatka and ends at New Britain. This
bay is interspersed with many islands, and has
every appearance of having been gained from
the land, consequently we may suppose, with
some probability, that the ocean, by its con-
stant motion from east to west, has by degrees
acquired this extent on the eastern continent,
and has formed mediterraneans, such as Kamt-
schatka, Corea, China, and perhaps all the
Archipelago ; for the earth and sea are there so
blended that it evidently appears to be an inun-
dated country, of which we only sece the emi-
nences and high lands, while the lower are hid
under the waters of the ocean. This supposi-
tion appears to be in some measure confirmed
by the water being more shallow than in other

seas,
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