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as the German Sea is higher than that of Hol
land, there is no reason why we should not
believe the Red Sea may be higher than the
Mediterranean.  Herodotus and Diodorus
Siculus speak of a canal of communication
between the Nile, the Mediterranean, and the
Red Sea, and M. Del’isle published a map in
1704, in which he traces one end of a canal to
the most eastern part of the Nile, and which
he judges to be a part of that which formerly
joined the Nile with the Red Sea.*

In the third part of a book entitled, ¢ Con-
noisance de 1’ Ancien Monde, or the Knowledge
of the Old World,” printed in 1707, we meet
with the like sentiment ; and it is there said,
from Diodorus Siculus, that it was Neco,
King of Egypt, who began this canal, that
Darius, King of Persia, continued it, and that
it was finished by Ptolemy II. who conducted,
it as far as the city Arsinoe, and that it could be
opened and shut when they found it needful.
'Without desiring to deny these circumstances,
I must own, that to me they appear doubtful.
I do not know whether the violence and height
of the tide in the Red Sea, would not be neces-
sarily communicated to this canal ; it appears to

me,

* See Mem, de I’Acad. Scierces, 1734,
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