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me, at least, that it would have required great
precautions to confine the waters, to avoid in-
undations and to preserve this canal in good
repair.  Though historians assert that this
canal was undertaken and finished, yet they do
not tell us the length of its duration; and the
remains which are prctended to be even now
perceptible, are perhaps all that was ever done
of it. The name of the Red Sea has been
given to this arm of the ocean, because it has
the appearance of that colour in every part
where corals, or madrepores, are met with at the
bottom. In the Histoire General des Voyages,
vol. i. pages 198 and 199, it is said, * Before
he quitted the Red Sea, D. Jean examined
what might have been the reason why that name
was given to it by the ancients, and if, in fact,
this sea differed from others in its colour. He
knew that Pliny had given several opinions on
the origin of this name. Somé derived it from
a King named Erythros, who reigned in those
parts, and which, in the Greek language, Sigw
nifies red. Others imagined that the reflection
of the sun produces a reddish colour on the
surface of the water, and others that the water
was mnaturally red. The Portuguese, who

had made several voyages to the entrance of the
straits,
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