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diterranean, which flows almost 900 leagues

into the interior part of land, and is the cause

of many curious circumstances; i st, it has no

tides, at least that are visible, excepting in the

Guiph of Venice and what are almost impercep
tible at Marseilles and at Tripoli; 2dly, it sur

rounds a number ofextensive islands, for instance,

Sardinia, Sicily, Corsica, Cyprus, Majorca, and

Italy, which is the largest known. It has also

a fertile Archipelago; indeed it is from theMe

diterranean Archipelago, that all collections of

islands have been so denominated; this indeed

has the appearance of belonging more to the

Black Sea than the Mediterranean; nor is it in

the least unlikely that Greece was at one time

covered with the waters ofthe Black Sea, which

empties itself into the Marmora, and from

thence finds its way into the Mediterranean.

Some have asserted there was a double current

in the Straits of Gibraltar, 'the one superior,

which carries the water of the ocean into the

Mediterranean, and the other inferior, which

carries them in the contrary direction ; but

this opinion is evidently false,' and contrary to

the laws of hydrostatics; it has likewise been

asserted to be the case in many other places, as

in the Bosphorus, the strait of Sund, &c. and
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