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the Danes formerly possessed as a province de-
pendant on their kingdom ; for in that there
were civilized christians, who had bishops,
churches, and several towns wherein they car-
ried on their commerce. The Danes also visit-
ed it frequently, and as easily as the Spaniards
can go to the Canaries: there still exists, as it 1s
asserted, laws and ordinances for the govern-
ment of this province, and those not very an-
cient : nevertheless, without attempting to di-
vine how this country became absolutely lost, it
is certain not the least trace of what we have
related is to be met with in New Greenland.
The people are wild and savage; there is no
vestigcs of any edifice 3 nor have they a word in
their language which has an affinity with the
Danish ; in short, there is nothing which might
give us room to judge that this is the same
country. Itis even almosta desert, and sur-
rounded with ice for the greatest part of the
year: But as these lands are of a vast extent,
and as the coasts have been but little frequented’
by modern navigators, they may have missed
‘the spot where the descendants of these polished
people inhabit 3 or the ice haviﬁg become more
abundant 1n this sea, may prevent any approach
to the shore near them : nevertheless, if we can
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