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30 BUFFON’s

~rely on maps, this whole country has been
coasted, and according to them it forms nearly
a peninsula, and at the extremity of which are
the two straits of Forbishers and of Friesland,
where it 1s extremely cold, although they are
not higher than the Orkneys, that is, at 6o
- degrees. |
Between the west coast of Greenland and
that of Labrador, the ocean forms a gulph, and
afterwards a large mediterranéan, which is the
coldest of all seas, and the coasts of which are
not perfectly known. By following this tract
due north, we come to Davis’s Strait, which
leads to the Christian Sea, and is terminated by
Baffin’s Bay, which has the appearance of form-
ing a kind of road into Hudson’s Bay. Cum-
berland Strait, which as well as Davis’s may
lead to the Christian Sea, is narrower and more
liable to be frozen: that of Hudson, though
much more to the south, is also frozen during
one part of the year. A very strong motion of
- the tide has been remarked in these straits,which
is quite contrary to what is the case in the inland
seas of Europe, as neither the Baltic nor Me-
diterranean have any: this difference seems to
arise from the sea’s motion, which always mov-

ing from east to west, occasions high tides in
the
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