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mediterranean, extending from the Antilles to

Mexico, which confirms our observations on

the motion of the sea from east to west, for it

appears that the ocean has equally gained on

the eastern coasts ofAmerica and Asia. These

great gulphs in the two continents are under

the same degrees of latitude, and nearly of the

same extent.

If we examine the position of the Antilles,

beginning at Trinidad, which is the most

south, we cannot doubt but that Tobago, Tri

nidad, the Grenades, St. Vincent, Martinico,

Mary Galante, Antigua, and Barbadoes, with

every other island adjacent, at one time formed

a chain of mountains, whose direction was

from south to north, like that of the island of

Newfoundland, and the country of the Esqui

maux; afterwards the direction of the Antilles

is from east to west, beginning at Barbadoes,

then passing by St. Bartholomew, Porto Rico,

St. Domingo, and Cuba, and nearly the same as

Cape Breton, Acadia, and New England. All

these islands are so adjacent to each other, that

they may be looked upon as an interrupted

tract of land, and as the summit of an over

flown country now possessed by the sea. Most
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