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of them in fact are only points of mount rs,
and the sea which surrounds them is a real me«
diterranean where the motion of the flux and re-
flpx is scarcely more sensible than in our Medi-
terranean, although the openings they present
to the ocean are directly opposite to the motion
of the waters from east to west, which must
contribute to elevate the tides in the gulph of
Mexico ; but as this sea 1s very broad, the flux
and reflux communicated to it by the ocean,
dispersing over so large a space, becomes al-
most insensible at the coast of Louisiana, and
many other places. _

The old and new continent appear, there-
fore, both to have been encroached upon by
the ocean in the same latitudes. Both have
a vast mediterranean and a great number of
islands, which are situated nearly in the same
latitudes ; the only difference is, that the old
continent being much broader than the new,
there is in the western part of it a mediterra-
nean, of which nothing similar can be found
in the new; but it appears that all which has
happened to the eastern countries of the old
world has also happened to the eastern part of
the new, and that the greatest revolutions are

nearly
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