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Black Sea was formerly lower than it is at pre.
sent, then the rivers which come into it would

have raised it by the mud and sand which they

brought with them, until the surface of the

water became higher than the land, when con

sequently it would have forced a passage for

itself, and as the rivers still continue to bring
sand and earth, and at the same time the quan

tity of water diminishes in the rivers, in pro

portion as the mountains from which they drew

their sources are lowered, it may happen in a

course of years that the Bosphorus will be

again filled up; but as these effects depend on

many causes, it is scarcely possible to give more

than mere conjectures thereon. From this

testimony of the ancients, Mr. Tournefort, in

his voyage to the Levant, says, on ancient

authority, that the Black Sea receiving the

waters of a great part of Europe and Asia, after

being considerably increased, opened itself a

passage by the Bosphorus, and afterwards

formed the Mediterranean, or so considerably

augmented it, that it became a great sea, and

forced itself a road through the strait of Gib

raltar, by which the island of Atalantis, men

tioned by Plato, was entirely overflowed.

This opinion has no foundation, since we are

certain
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