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NATURAL HISTORY. 47

~ and 30 leagues from shore that it was impos-
sible to cast the nets with the chance of taking
any fish, and that it was for this reason they gave
the abovementioned formto their vessels, which
are not mounted with any cannon, as but few
corsairs and pirates ever visit this sea.

Struys and other travellers have asserted, that
in the neighbourhood of Kilan, there were two
gulphs wherein the rivers of the Caspian were
ingulphed, and carried afterwards by subterra-
nean canals into the Persian Gulph. De Fer
and other geographers have even marked out
these gulphs in their maps, nevertheless we are
assured by the people sent by the Czar that they
do not exist.*

‘1he circumstance of willow leaves being
seen in great quantities on the Persian Gulph,
and which are supposed by the same authors to
come from the Caspian Sea because there are no
such trees on the Persian Gulph, is fully as im-
probable as their subterrancous gulphs, and
which Gemelli Careri, as well as the Musco-
vites, asserts are entirely imaginary: in fact,
the Caspian is ncar one third smaller than the
Black Sea, which last also receives much more
water by rivers than the former : the evapora-

tion
* See Mem. Acad. Sciences, 1721,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


