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52 BUFFON’S

called the Golden Lake, or Lake Parima.
‘They have rclated surprising things of the
riches of the neighbouring country, and of the
quantity of geld dust that is found in this lake.
They give it an extent of more than 4oo0
leagues in length, and 125 in breadth. No
river, they say, goes out nor enters therein ;
although many geographers have marked this
lake in their maps, it is not probable there is
any such existing.

But the most general and largest lakes are
those which receive and give rise to other great
rivers: as their number is very great I shall
speak only of the most considerable, or of the
most remarkable. Beginﬁing at Europe, we
have in Switzerland the lake of Geneva, Con-
stance, &c.; in Hungary, the lake Balaton ; in
Lavonia, a large lake, and which separates this
province from Russia; in Finland, the lake
Lapwert, which is very long, and is divided
into many arms, and lake Oula, which is of a
round figure ; in Muscovy, lake Ladoga, more
than 25 leagues long by above 12 broad. Lake
Onega is as long, but not so broad. Lakes
Ilmen and Belozo, from whence issue one of
the sources of the Wolga; the Iwan-Osero,
from whence issues one of the sources of thé
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