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same river; and some others, not very consi.w

dierable, in the inland part of Chili.

All lakes from which rivers derive their ori

gin, those which fall into the course of rivers,

and which carry their water thereto, are not salt.

Almost all those, on the contrary, which receive

rivers without others issuing thereout, are salt;

this seems to favour the opinion that the salt

ness of the sea arises from the salts' which

rivers wash from the earth, and continually

convey into it; for evaporation cannot carry

off fixed salts, and consequently those which

rivers carry into the sea remain therein. Al

though river water appears to taste fresh, we

well know that it contains a small quantity of

salt, and in course of time might have acquired

such a considerable degree, as to occasion

the present saitness of the sea, and which must

still continue increasing. It is thus, therefore,

s I imagine, that the Black Sea, the Caspian,

lake Aral, &c. have become salt. With

respect to lakes, which do not receive any

river, nor from which does any issue, are either

fresh or salt, according to their different, origins;

those near the sea are generally salt, and those

remote from it are fresh, because the one

been, formed by the. inu.ndations of the

- sea,
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