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RUFFON’S

ARTICLE XIL

OF THE FLUX AND REFLUX,

‘/ ATER has but one natural motion
like other fluids it always descends

frem the higher into the lower places, unless ob-
structed by some intervening obstacle. When
it reaches the lowest place it remains there
calm and motionless, at least without some fo-
reign cause agitates and disturbs it. All the
waters of the ccean are colleted in the lowest
parts of the surface of the earth, of course the
motions of the sea must proceed from external
causes, the principal of which is the flux and
reflux, which is alternatively made in a con-
trary direction, and from which results a ge-
neral and continual motion in the sea from east
to west. 'These two motions have a constant
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