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cause the moon, which produces the tides,
proceeds from east to west, and successively
acting in the same direction, the water follows
her course. This motion is most considerable
in all sraits; for example, at the straits of
Magellan the water rises nearly 20 feet, and
continues so for six hours, whereas the reflux
lasts only two®, and the water runs towards
the west. This evidently proves that the re-
flux is not equal to the flux, and that from
both there results a motion towards the west,
much stronger in the time of the flux than in
that of the reflux. This is the reason that in
open seas, remote from land, the tides are only
felt by the general motion of the waters from
cast to west.

The tides are stronger in the torrid zone
between the tropics than in the rest of the
ocean: they are also more sensible in places
which extend from east to west, in long and
narrow gulphs, and on the coasts where there are
isles and promontories. The greatest known
flux is at one of the mouths of the river Indus,
where the water rises thirty feet. It rises also,
very remarkably near Malays, in the straits of
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* See Narborough’s Voyage. .
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