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to west, through the Straits of Java ; the sea of
Japan flows towards China, the Indian Ocean
flows towards the west, through the Straits of
Java and other Indian islands; we cannot,
therefore, doubt that the sea has a constant and
general motion from east to west, and it is
certain the Atlantic flows towards America,
and that the Pacific Sea goes from it, as is
evident at Cape Current between Lima and
Panama. '

In short, the alternatives of the flux and re-
flux are regularly made in six hours and a half
on most coasts, though at different hours, ac-
cording to the climate and position of the
lands: thus the sea coasts are continually beaten
by the waves which at each time wash away
some small parts of their matters, which they
transport to a distance, and deposit at the bot-
tom of the sea; so likewise the waves convey,
and leave on the lower shores, shells, sands, &c.
these by degrees form horizontal strata, which
accumulating, become downs and hills, exactly
similar to others, both as to form and internal
composition. From this ‘constant action, the
sea naturally shuts itself out from the lowest
coasts, and gains upon the highest.
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