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To give an idea of the efforts of a troubled

sea against coasts, I shall relate a fact which

has been affirmed to me by a creditable person,

and which I the readier gave credit to, having
seen something nearly similar. In the principal

islands of the Orkneys there are coasts com

posed of rocks perpendicularly divided to the

surface of the sea, to the height of near 200

feet. The tides in this place rise very con

siderable, as is common in all parts where there

are projecting lands and islands; but when the

wind is very strong, and the sea swells at the

same time, the motion is so great, and the

agitation so violent, that the water rises to the

summit of these rocks, and falls again in the

form of rain: it throws to this great height

gravel and stones from the foot of the rocks,

and some of them even broader than the hand.

In the port of Livourne, where the sea is

much more calm, I saw a tempest in December,

173 I, wherein they were obliged to cut down

the masts of some vessels that had been forced

from their anchors by the wind, and driven into

the road. The sea swelled above the fortifi

cations, which. were of a considerable height,and

as I was on one of the most projecting works,

I could not regain the town before I was wet-
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