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harder than pumice, ofa fine consistency, hav

ing no appearance of being porous, but when

thrown into water, rebounded like a ball thrown

on the ground, and it was with great difficulty

they could be forced under the water with the

hand." The stone must have been a very 'fine

and close-grained pumice, which had issued

from some volcano, and which the sea had

conveyed, as it transports ambergris, cocoa

nuts, common pumice-stone, seeds of plants,
rushes, &c. Observations of this kind have

been generally made on the coasts of Ireland

and Scotland. The sea by its general motion

from east to west must convey the productions
of our coast to those of America; and

it is by some irregular motions that the pro
ductions of the East and West Indies, as well

as the northern climates, are brought upon our

shores. There is a great appearance that the

winds cause those effects; large spots have

often been observed in the high seas, far from

shore, covered with pumice-stones; they could

only come from the volcanoes in islands or on

the continent,' and which-the current had

transported to the middle of the seas. Before

the southern part of America was know-n, and

in the time when the India Sea was thought to

have
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