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have no communication with our ocean, ap

pearances of this kind afforded the first suppo-

sition of it.

The alternative motion of the flux and re

flux, and the constant motion of the sea from

east to west, presents different phenomena in

different climates, according to the bearing of

the land and the height of the coasts. There

are parts where the gencrI motion from east to

west is not perceptible; there are others where

the sea has even a contrary motion, as on the

coast of Guinea. But these contrary motions

are occasioned by the winds, by the position

of the lands, by the waters of large rivers, and

by the disposition of the bottom of the sea;

all these causes prdduce currents which alter,

and often change the general motion in many

parts of the sea.; but as the motion from east

to west is the greatest,most general and constant,

it must also produce the greatest effects, and

all taken together, the sea must gain ground

towards the west, and lose it towards the east;

although it may happen that on those coasts

where the west winds blow during the greatest

part of the year, as in France and England,' the

sea may gain on the- east, yet these particular

exceptions do not destroy the effect of the

general cause. -,
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