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rivers; these downs form hills more or legs

elevated, according to the accumulated sands

The coasts of Italy are bordered by several

sorts of marble and stone; these rocks appear

at a distance as so many pillars of marble per

pendicularly divided. The coasts of France

from Brest to Bourdeaux are almost surrounded

with rocks just at the water's edge, which oc

casion dangerous breakers. The coasts of

England, Spain, and many others, are also

bordered with rocks and hard stone; excepting

some parts which are made use of for bays,

ports, and havens.

The depth of water along the coasts is in

proportion to their elevation. The inequalities

at the bottom of the sea near the coasts, corre

spond also with the inequalities of the surface

of the ground along the shore. A celebrated

navigator has made the following observations

on this subject.

"I have constantly remarked, that where the

coasts are defended by steep rocks, the sea is

there very deep, and seldom affords a pro

bability of anchoring; and, on the contrary,

where the ground inclines from the coast to

the sea, however elevated it may be further

inland
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