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inland, the bottom is good there, and conse

quently admits of anchorage.

"According to the declivity of land, as it

approaches the water's edge, so w generally
find our anchor ground, and either approach

or keep at a distance from shore agreeable to

the steepness of the land; for I never saw or

heard of a coast where the land is of a con

tinual height, without some values lying inter

mixed with the. high-lands; they are the sub

siding of low lands, and afford good anchoring,

the earth being lodged deep under water; for

this reason it is we find good harbours upon

coasts which abound with steep cliffs, because

the land has subsided between them. But

where the declensions from the hills is notwithin

land but towards the main sea, as at Chili and

Peru, and the coasts are nearly perpendicular,

as in the countries running from the Andes, it

is very deep, and has scarcely any creeks or

harbours. The coasts of Gallicia, Portugal,

Newfoundland, the islands of Juan Fernando

and St. Helena, &c. are somewhat similar to

those of Peru, yet good "harbours are not so

scarce, as there is always good anchorage where

there are short ridges of land. In general the

land under water seems to be exactly pro-
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