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To give a clear idea of the productions of
currents, we shall first observe they are to be
met with in every sea; that some are rapid, and
others slow; that some are of great extent,
both in length and breadth, and others short
and narrow; that the same cause, whether the
wind or tides, which produces these currents,
frequently gives to each of them a velocity
and direction very different; that a north wind,
for example, which should give the water one
gencral motion towards the south, on the con-
trary, produces a number of currents, separated
from each other, and very different both in ex-
tent and direction ; some ﬂo{ving towards the
south, others south-east, and others south-west;
some are very rapid, others slow; some long
and broad, others short and narrow; in fact,
their motions are so various that we have no
idea left of their original cause. When a con-

rary wind succeeds, all these currents take an
0pp051te course, and follow in-a contrary dircc-
tion, precisely in the same manner as would be’
the case upon land between two opposite and
adjacent hills, provided it was covered with
water, as is seen at the Maldiva and all the
islands of the Indian seas, where the currents
run, and the winds blow, for six months ina
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