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8o BUFFON’S

remarked that when a river, &c.. forms an
elbow, one of the borders forms on one side a
projetion inland, and the other forms a point
from land, and that through all the sinuosities
of their course this correspondence is always
found. This fact is founded on the laws of
hydrostatics. It would be easy to demonstrate
the cause of this effect ; but it is sufficient that
it is ‘general and universally knowmn, and that
all the world may be convinced of it by their
own eyes, that when the banks of a river
form a proje&tion inland to the left hand, the
other shore forms a projection from land to the

right.
Hence the currents of the sea must be

looked upon as great rivers, subject to the
same laws as those on land, and will, like them,
formin the extent of their course many sinuo-
sities, whose projections or angles wiil corre«
“spond 3 and as the banks of currents are hills
and mountains, above or below the surface of
the water, they will have given these eminences
the same form as is remarked on the shores of
rivers; therefore we must not be astonished
that our hills and mountains, which have been
formerly covered by the sea,and formed by the
sediments which the waters have left, should,
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