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rL1ity of the current will increase in propor
tion to the obstacles the water meets with, or

rather to the contraction of the spaces through
which they incline to pass. Between two

chains of mountains the current will be so

much the stronger as the mountains are near.

It will be the same between two banks of sand,

or two neighbouring islands. It is also remark

ed in the Indian ocean, which is divided with an

infinity of islands and banks, there are rapid

currents throughout, which render the nayiga

tion of that sea dangerous.

It is not inequalities at the hotoni of the

sea alone which form currents, but the coasts.

themselves have a similar efThct, as the water

is rcpeiied at greater or lesser distances: this

repulsion of the waters is a kind of current which

circumstances can render continual and violent;

the oblique position of a èoast, the vicinity of

a bay, or of some great, river, a promontory;
in one word, every particular obstacle which

opposes the general motion', will always prow
duce a current. Now, as nothing is more

irregular than the bottom and borders of the

sea, we must cease from being surprised at the'

great number of currents which every where

appear.
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