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NATURAL HISTORY. oI

winds, and therefore mariners are obliged to
wait for that which is favourable to their voyage.
When these winds change, a calm or dangerous
tempest generally ensues, and which continues
for several days, sometimes a month, and has
“been known for more than two.

These general winds caused by the rarefaction
of the atmosphere, are differently combined
and modified by different causes in different
climates. In that part of the Atlantic, under
the temperate zone, the north wind blows
almost constantly during the months of
October, November, December, and January,
which makes those months the most favourable
to embark from Europe to India, in order to
pass the line by the aid of these winds; and it
is known by experience, that ships which quit
Europe in the month of March frequently do
not arrive sooner at Brazil than those which
sail in the October following. The north
wind almost continually reigns during winter
in Nova Zembla, and other northern coasts.
The south wind blows during the month of
July at Cape de Verd, when the rainy season, or
winter of these climates sets in. At the Cape
of Good Hope the north-west wind blows
during the month of September. At Patna,
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