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NATURAL HISTORY. 0§

monly attended with rains, and which generally
blows at Paris, Burgundy and Champagne about
the beginning of November, gives place to mild
and temperate breezes that produce that fair
weather vulgarly called the summer of St.
Martin’s.

Doctor Lister pretends that the east wind
that blows between the tropics all the year, is
produced by the vapour of the plant called
sea lentil, which is extremely plentiful in those
climates, and that the difference of the winds
on the land proceeds only from the different
disposition of the trees and forests; and he very
seriously gives this ridiculous imagination for a
cause of the wind, by saying, that at noon the
wind is strongest because the plants are hotter
and respire the most, and that it blows from east
to west, because all plants, somewhat like sun-
flowers, turn and respire with the sun.

Other authors have mentioned the motion
of the earth on its axis as the cause of this
wind : this opinion is specious; and every
person, even but little initiated in mechanics,
must comprehend, that no fluid which surrounds
the earth can have a particular motion from
the rotation of the globe; that the air can

“have no other motion than that of the earth,
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