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t that degree of knowledge, from which at

present we are very remote; but a short time

has passed since meteorological observations 1iave

been made, and possibly much more will pass

before we know how to employ the results of

them, although they are the only means that

we have to arrive at some positive knowledge

on this subject.

On the sea the winds are more regular than

on land, because the sea is an open space, in

which nothing opposes their direction, while

on land mountains, forests, and towns, form

obstacles which. change their course. Winds

reflected by the mountains are often as impe

tuous as in their first direction: these winds

are very irregular, because their course depends

on the size; height, and situation of the moun

tains which reflect them. The sea winds

blow with greater power than the land winds,

are not so variable, and last longer. Land

winds, however violent, have, moments of re

mission, and sometimes ofquiet, but at sea their

currents are constant and continual, without

any interruption.

In general on the sea the east wind, and

those which come from the poles, are stronger
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