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than the west and those which proceed from

the equator. On the land the west and south

winds are more or less violent, according to the

situation of the climates. In spring and au

tumn all winds are more violent than in sum

mer or winter, and for these reasons; first, in

spring and autumn are the highest tides, and

consequently the winds that these tides produce

are most violent at those seasons; secondly, the

motion which the action of the sun and moon

produce in the air is also greater in the season

of the equinoxes; thirdly, the melting of the

snows in spring, and the condensation of the

vapours that the sun raises during summer,.

which refall in plentiful rains during autumn,.

produce, or at least increase the wind; fourthly,

the change from heat to cold, or from cold to

heat, cannot be made without increasing and

diminishing consequently the volume of air,

which alone must produce very high winds.

Contrary currents are often observed in the

air; some clouds move in one direction, while

others, which are higher or lower, move in a

directly opposite one; but this contrariety of

motion does not remain, being commonly. pro

duced by the resistance of some large clouds

that
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