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NATURAL HISTORY. 101

buildings, only from the air impelled by this
wind being denser; and this evinces the im-
perfection of the machines invented to measure
the velocity of the wind.

Particular winds, whether direct or reflected,
are more violent than general ones. The in-
terrupted action of land-winds depends on the
compression of the air, which renders each
blast much more violent than if the wind
blowed uniformly. = A strong continued wind
never occasions such disasters as the rage of
those produce which blow, as it were, by fits;
but we shall give examples thereof in the fol-
lowing article.

We may consider the winds, and their direc-
tions, under general points of view, from which
possibly we may derive useful instructions ; for
example, we might divide the winds into
zones. LThe east wind, which extends to
about 25 or 30 degrees on each side the equa-
tor, exerts its action round the globe in the
‘torrid zone ; the north wind almost always as
constantly in the frigid zones. Therefore it
may be said that the east wind occupies the
torrid zone, the north wind the frigid zones,
and with respect to the temperate zone, the
winds which reign there are merely currents
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