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106 BUFFON’S

north-west wind is very frequent on the coast
of Guinea. The westerly winds reign on the
coasts of Japan, in the months of November and
December.” . ‘

The alternative, or periodical winds, which
we have just been speaking of, are sea winds;
but there are also land winds which are pe-
riodical, and return either at a certain season,
or in certain days, or even at certain hours;
for example, on the Malabar coast, from Sep-
tember to April a land wind blows from the
eastern side 3 it generally commences at mid-
night, and finishes at noon, and . is not felt be-
yond 12 or 15 leagues from the coast ; and from
noon till midnight a gentle wind blows from
the west. Onthe coast of New Spain, in Ame-
rica, and on that of Congo, in Africa, land
winds reign during the night, and sea winds
during the day. At Jamaica the winds blow
from all parts of the coast at once during the
night, and therefore vessels cannot go in, nor
depart from it with safety, but in the day time.

In winter the port of Cochin is not to be .
entered, nor can any vessel quit it, because the
winds blow with such impetuosity, that ships
cannot remain at sea; and besides the west

winds, which blow with such fury, bring to

the
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