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of air, as there are inequalities on the surface
of the earth. We can therefore give only ex-
amples, and relate circumstances which are at-
tested 3 and as we are deficient in a course of
observations on the variation of winds, and
even of the seasons in different countries, we do
not pretend to explain all the causes of these
differences, but confine ourselves to those which
appear the most probable.

In straits, on all projecting coasts, at the
extremity of all promontories, peninsulas and
capes, and in all narrow bays, storms are fre-
quent 3 but without these there are some seas
much more tempestuous than others. The
Indian ocean, the Japan and the Magellan seas,
that of the African coast beyond the Canaries,
and on the other side towards the coast of
Natal and the Red Sea, are very liable to
storms. ‘The Atlantic is more stormy than
the ocean, which from its tranquillity is called
the Pacific Sea; this sea, however, is not ab-

solutely tranquil, except between the tropics,
for the nearer we approach the poles, the more
we are subject to variable winds, whose

sudden changes are frequently the cause of
tempests.
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