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position, which counterbalance their action, they
then revolve in a considerable circle, and occa-
sion a dead calm, through which it is impossible
for vessels to make their way. These places of
the sea are marked in Senex’s globes. I am
inclined to think that the contrariety of the
winds alone could not produce this effect if the
direction of the coasts, and the particular form of
the bottom of the sea, did not contribute there-
to. Iimagine that the currents caused by the
winds, but directed by the form of the coasts
and the inequalities of the bottom of the sez,

~end at these places, and that their opposite and
contrary direction, in a plain surrounded on 2l
sides by a chain of mountains, is the real cause
of these tornados.

Whirlpools appear to be no other than the
eddies of the water formed by the action of
two or more opposite currents. The Euripus,
so famous for the death of Aristotle, alternately
absorbs and rejects the water seven times in
twenty-four hours. This whirlpool is near
the Grecian coast. "The Charybdis, which 1s
near the straits of Sicily, rejects and absorbs the
water thrice in twenty-four hours. We are
not quite certain as to the number of alterna~

tive motions in these whirlpools. Doctor Pla-
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