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120 BUFFON’S

centia, in his treatise, says, that the Euripus has
irregular motions for eighteen or nincteen days
every month, and regular ones for the other
eleven; that in general it swells about one
foot, and seldom two: he says likewise that
authors do not agree as to the tides of the Eu-
ripus; that some assert it 1S twice, some seven,
others fourteen times in twenty-four hours, but
that Loirius having examined it attentively, ob-
served it rose regularly every six hours, and
with so violent a motion, that it was sufficient to
turn the wheel of a mill.

The greatest known whirlpool is that in the
Norway sea, which is affirmed to be upwards
of twenty leagues in circumference. It absorbs
for six hours water, whales, ships, and every
thing that comes near it, and afterwards returns
them in the same quantity of time as it drew
them in.

It 1s not necessary to suppose there are holes
.and abysses in the bottom of the sea which
swallow up the waters continually-; to assign
a reason for whirlpoo's, it is well known that
when water has two contrary dircctions, the
combination of these motions produce a whirl-
ing, and seem to form a void place in the
eentre. It is the same with respect to whirl-

pools
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