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pools in the sea, they are produced by two cr
three contrary currents; and as the flux and
reflux, which run every six hours in contrary
directions, are the principal cause of currents,
it is not astonishing that whirlpools, which re-
sult from them, attract and swallow up all that
surrounds them, and afterwards reject all they
have absorbed in the same portion of time.

Whirlpools, therefore, are produced by op-
posite currents, and likewise by the meeting of
contrary winds. These whirlwinds are com-
mon in the sea of China and Japan, near the
Antilles, and in many other parts of the sea,
particularly near projecting lands and high
coasts; but they are still more frequent upon
land, and their effects are sometimes prodi-
gious. I have seen,” says Bellarmin, “an
‘¢ enormous ditch dug up by the wind, and the
¢ earth thereof carried to a distance; so that
¢ the place from whence it had been taken ap-
¢.peared a frightful hole, and the village upon
“ which it was dropped was entirely buried
“ with it.”

In the history of the French Academy, and
in the Philosophical Transactions, are the detail
of the effects of many hurricanes, which appear
inconceivable and scarcely credible, if the facts
VOL. II. R " were




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


