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were not attested by a great number ofintelligent
testimonies.

It is the same with respect to water-spouts,
which mariners never see without fear and

amazement; these are very frequent near cer

tain coasts of the Mediterranean, especially

when the sky is cloudy and the wind blows at

the same time from various coasts. They are

more common near the coasts of Laodicea,

Grecgo and Carmel, than in other parts of the

Mediterranean. Most ofthem are large cylinders
of water which fall from the clouds, although it

appears, when we are at some distance, that the

water of the sea rises up to the clouds.

But there are two kinds of water-spouts, the

first of which, alluded to above, is no other

than a thick compressed cloud, reduced to a

small space by contrary winds, which, blowing
at the same time from many corners, give it a

cylindric form, and causes the water to fall by
its own weight. The quantity of water is so

great, and the fall so sudden and precipitate, that

if unfortunately one of these spouts breaks on a

vessel, it shatters it to pieces and sinks it in
an instant. It is asserted, and

possibly with

foundation, that these spouts may be broken

and
! See Shaw Travels, vol. 2. p. .G.
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