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124 BUFFON’s
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between the islands Quesomo, Lareca, and
Ormutz. I think few people have considered
water-spouts with so much attention as I have
done. I shall mention my remarks with all
possible simplicity, in order to render them plain
and easy to be comprehended.

«“ The first that we saw appeared on the
northern coast, between us and the island
Quesomo, about a gun-shot from the ship:
we directly perceived the water boiled on the
surface of the sea, and was raised about a
foot : it was whitish, and the top appeared like
a thick black smoke, so that it properly re-
sembled some burning straw, which only
smoked. It made a noise like a torrent that
runs with rapidity into a deep valley. This
noise was mixed with another, similar to the
hissing of serpents: a little afterwards we per-
ceived something like a dark pipe, which re-
sembled smoke ascending towards the clouds,
turning round with great velocity: this ap-
peared about the thickness of my finger, and
the same noise still continued. After this it
disappeared, -having remained somewhat less
than a quarter of an hour. This over, we
perceived another on the south side, which be-
gan in the same manner as the preceding :

directly
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