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NATURAL HISTORY. 12§

directly after a third made its appearance on

the west, and then a fourth by its side. The

farthest of them was not more than a musket-
shot from us. They all appeared like burning
heaps of straw, a foot and a half or two feet
high, and were attended with the same noise as

the first. We afterwards saw three pipes or
canals descending from the clouds to the water.

They were broad at the top and lessened down-
wards, something in the shape of a trumpet,

or as the paps of an animal, drawn perpendi-

cularly down by a heavy weight. These canals
appeared of a darkish white, occasioned, as I

think, by the waters which were in them; for
apparently they were formed before the water
entered, as when they were empty they were

no longer to be seen, like as a clear glass tube

placed at some distance before our eyes, is not

perceptible if it is not filled with some coloured

liquor. These pipes were not strait but crooked

in some places; they were not even perpen-
dicular, but from the clouds, where they were

joined, to the parts which drew in the water,
they were very much bent; and what is more
‘particular, the cloud, to which the second of.
the three was fastened, having been driven by
the wind, this pipe followed it without break-

ing
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